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To  the  Cha.irma.n  and  IVIembers 


OF  THE 

St.  Germans  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

jT  irf  again  iiiy  duty  to  submit  to  you  my  report  as  to  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 

of  my  district  during  the  past  year,  with  the  tables  of  the  rates,  and  averages  of  the  births, 
deaths,  and  sickness  for  the  whole  district,  and  also  for  the  three  registration  divisions. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  Torpoint  has  been  taken  out  of  my  district  and  formed  into 

an  Urban  district. 

This  division  has  made  ic  somewhat  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  correct  rates  and  averages. 

As  the  division  took  place  in  April,  I  have  deducted  the  number  of  Births,  Deaths,  and 
notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  that  occurred  in  Torpoint  up  to  that  date,  and  handed 
them  over  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Urban  district  of  Torpoint  for  him  to 

include  in  his  report ;  and  have  made  out  my  several  rates  on  the  reduced  population  for  the 

whole  year  in  order  that  the  statistical  tables  for  the  County  may  not  be  affected  by  the  alteration. 

My  district  now  consists  of  an  area  of  41,888  acres,  and  a  population  on  the  census  of 

1901  of  14,386. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  being  2643,  making  the  average  number  of  persons  per 

house  5 A. 

The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  1904,  calculated  on  the  natural  increase,  was 
14,626,  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  2711,  making  the  average  number  of  persons  per 

house  5'3. 

During  the  year  1904  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  whole  district  was  294, 

making  the  birth  rate  20  A  per  thousand. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  183,  giving  a  death-rate  of  12'7  per 
thousand. 

Of  these,  36  were  among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a  death-rate  of  2  A  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year. 
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Twelve  deaths  were  duc;  to  Zymotic  diseases,  viz  ; — three  from  measles,  two  from  whooping 

cough,  five  from  diarrhoea,  one  from  enteric  fever,  and  one  from  scarlet  fever, — giving  a  death-rate 
from  these  causes  of  *83  per  thousand. 

Seventy  one  deaths  were  at  the  age  of  65  and  upwards ;  of  these  twenty  seven  occurred 

between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  eighteen  from  80  to  90,  and  five  at  90  and  upwards. 

Eleven  deaths  were  due  to  cancer,  shewing  a  death-rate  from  this  disease  of  -7  per 
thousand ;  two  occurring  in  the  St,  Germans  district,  four  in  the  South,  and  five  in  the  North. 

Sixteen  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis,  and  ten  to  other  Tubercular  diseases,  being  a  death-rate 

of  IT  and  -6  per  thousand  respectively.  Of  the  deaths  from  Phthisis  three  occurred  in  the  St. 
Germans  district,  six  in  the  South  and  seven  in  the  North. 

There  were  102  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  daring  the  year,  viz  :  — 


Scarlet  fever  ...  71 

Enteric  fever  ...  19 

Diphtheria  ...  2 

Puerperal  fever  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  9 


giving  a  disease  rate  of  cases  notified,  of  7 ’09  per  thousand. 

Vaccination  is  still  efficiently  carried  out  throughout  the  district. 

In  the  St.  Germans  registration  district  fifty  births  were  registered,  giving  a  birth-rate  of 

19T  per  thousand  as  against  42  births  with  a  rate  of  16T  per  thousand  in  1903. 

Thirty  five  deaths  were  recorded  from  all  causes,  making  a  death-rate  of  13 ’4  per  thousand, 

as  against  14‘9  per  thousand  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  seven  occurred  under  one  year  of 
age,  making  a  death-rate  of  2'6  per  thousand,  as  against  P5  per  thousand  in  the  year  preceding. 

Seventeen  occurred  at  65  years  and  upwards,  four  being  between  70  and  80,  six  between 

80  and  90,  and  two  at  90  and  upwards. 

Twenty  seven  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  viz : — 

Scarlet  fever  19 

Puerperal  fever  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  7 

making  the  disease  rate  10‘3  per  thousand,  as  against  5'7  per  thousand  in  1903. 

The  first  case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  St.  Germans,  a  school  boy  going  to  Plymouth  and 
back  daily  being  infected  in  that  district ;  owing  to  the  strict  isolation  and  care  taken  there  was  no 
spread  of  the  disease. 

The  next  case  was  at  the  end  of  May,  the  source  being  uncertain.  This  case  being  followed  by 
two  others  in  June. 

The  next  case,  which  occurred  at  Graf  thole  in  September,  was  contracted  from  a  neighbouring 
district. 

The  next  eight  cases  were  in  the  Tideford  district  in  September,  October  and  November, 
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originating  from  external  infection,  and  spreading  in  consequence  of  efficient  means  for  isolation  bein^T 
impossibl''.  These  were  followed  l)y  three  other  cases  in  December  in  the  same  neighbourhood. 
Three  other  isolated  cas(>s  occurred  in  December,  two  in  St.  Germans,  and  one  in  Sheviock,  quite 
unconnected  with  one  another.  •  Tlie<^e  have  been  carefully  isolated,  and  up  to  the  present  time 
there  has  been  no  spreading  of  the  disease. 

In  J line,  an  epidemic  of  measles  broke  out  in  Polbathick,  arising  from  an  imported  case,  and 
spreading  among  the  children  attending  the  schools  at  St.  Germans,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Boys,’  Girls’  and  Infants’  Schools  were  closed  from  June  20th  to  July  18th. 

In  November,  another  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  among  the  children  attending  East  Lodge 
School,  also  originating  from  an  imported  case,  in  consequence  of  which  that  School  was  closed 
frem  November  19th  to  December  19th. 

The  middens  at  Hessenford  School  having  been  condemned  by  the  Local  Education  Authority, 
earth  closets  have  been  substituted. 

The  wells  at  Minard  and  Moor  have  been  protected  against  surface  pollution. 

,  In  consequence  of  various  complaints  concerning  the  water  supply  for  Deviock  school,  the  water 
was  analysed,  and  its  purity  was  certified  to  be  “  not  above  suspicion,”  and  another  source  of  supply  was 
recommended  to  be  obtained. 

The  better  distribution  of  the  water  supply  at  Tideford  is  still  in  abeyance. 

The  drainage  of  the  village  has  been  somewhat  improved,  but  the  cess  pit  is  not  nearly  large 
enough  for  the  present  requirements ;  the  question  demands  your  immediate  attention. 

The  arrangements  that  were  made  in  1902  to  fill  in  a  portion  of  the  head  of  Polbathick  Lake 

and  improve  the  drainage  of  that  portion  of  the  village,  which  has  been  so  long  a  source  of  danger 

have  not  yet  been  carried  out.  I  trust  the  District  Council  will  give  it  their  immediate  attention, 
and  that  there  will  be  no  further  delay  in  carrying  out  such  a  much  needed  improvement. 

Tliough  the  water  supply  of  the  East  end  of  Polbathick  was  referred  to  a  committee,  no  steps 

have  been  taken  to  improve  it.  I  am  now  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to  postpone  this  question 
until  the  Torpoint  water  scheme  is  settled,  as  then  there  will  be  a  means  of  obtaining  a  better  supply. 

The  provision  of  a  public  urinal  and  closets  which  are  so  much  needed  at  Downderry  has  also 
been  referred  to  a  committee  without  any  practical  result. 

Repeated  cases  of  sore  throats  having  occurred  at  Poole  Farm,  Sheviock,  the  water  was 
analysed,  and  the  result  shewed  that  its  source  was  unpolluted.  The  midden  closet,  which  was  in  an 
unsanitary  condition,  was  filled  in  and  converted  into  an  earth  closet. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  with  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  Sheviock  village. 

In  the  South  registration  district  133  births  were  registered,  making  a  birth-rate  of  18‘4  per 
thousand. 

There  were  79  deaths  registered,  which  makes  a  death-rate  of  10’9  per  thousand. 

Seventeen  deaths  occurred  among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  making  a  death-rate  of  2*3 
per  thousand. 
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T\ienty  five  deaths  were  at  the  age  of  65  and  upwards,  of  these  thirteen  were  between  70  and 
80,  and  seven  between  80  and  90. 

Eight  deaths  were  recorded  as  being  due  to  Zymotic  diseases,  viz  : — 


Scarlet  fever  ...  1 

Measles  ...  3 

Whooping  cough  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  2 


making  a  death-rate  from  these  causes  of  D1  per  thousand.  But  seven  out  of  the  eight  deaths  are 
from  diseases  wliich  are  not  scheduled  as  notifiable,  and  consequently  are  not  so  much  under  control. 

Thirty  five  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  viz  : — 

Scarlet  fever  ...  19 

Enteric  fever  ...  16 

making  a  disease  rate  of  4 ‘8  per  thousand. 

Of  the  nineteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  nine  occurred  at  Millbrook  between  January  28th  and 
April  16th,  the  first  cases  being  imported  from  outside  the  district. 

• 

Four  were  at  Kingsand  and  Cawsand,  two  being  in  April,  one  in  June,  and  one  in  December. 
Three  at  Wacker  Mill,  in  the  parish  of  Antony,  in  April,  and  three  at  Trelay  Farm,  also  in  Antony, 
in  Decembei',  the  infection  in  these  cases  being  traced  to  cases  in  Quethiock  parish.  Every 
precaution  was  taken  regarding  isolation,  as  far  as  possible,  and  disinfection,  with  satisfactory  results. 

There  have  been  sixteen  cases  of  enteric  fever  notified  in  this  division  during  the  year.  Nine 
occurring  in  Millbrook,  the  first  being  in  March,  the  origin  of  which  I  was  unable  to  trace.  This  was 
followed  by  one  in  April  in  a  lad  who  had  been  working  out  of  the  place  and  undoubtedly  contracted 
the  disease  away  from  his  home.  The  next  case  was  in  July,  which  was  attributed  by  the  Medical 
attendant  to  eating  cockles  gathered  from  a  polluted  bed.  This  was  followed  by  one  in  August,  the 
patient  being  a  child  who  had  been  on  a  visit  to  Devonport,  returning  home  nine  days  before  she  was 
taken  ill,  it  Avas  therefore  more  than  probable  that  she  contracted  the  disease  whilst  away. 

The  next  case  Avas  a  child  in  the  same  family  and  evidently  connected  Avith  it. 

The  case  folloAving  Avas  in  the  early  part  of  September,  the  source  of  Avhich  Avas  doubtful. 

Then  folloAved  another  case  which  was  attributed  to  eating  cockles. 

In  consequence  of  the  suspected  condition  of  the  cockle  beds,  I  had  a  sample  of  the  cockles 
sent  to  the  Chemical  Research  Association  for  analysis,  and  received  the  following  report : —  “  The 
specimen  of  cockles  received  here  on  26 — 9 — 04  has  been  duly  examined,  and  I  have  been  instructed 
to  forward  the  following  report  thereon. 

“  Bacteriological  examination  of  the  juice  of  twelve  of  the  cockles,  dealt  with  separately  in  sets  of 
three  cockles,  shows  that  the  Bacillus  Coli  Communis  is  present  in  each  set,  but  no  organism  having 
the  distinctive  characters  of  the  Bacillus  Typhi  Abdominaeis  can  be  identified.  The  presence  of  the 
Bacillus  Coli  Commuuis  is  presumptive  evidence  that  the  cockles  are  contaminated  Avith  sewage,  and 
if  this  inference  is  confirmed  Ijy  an  inspection  of  the  situation  and  condition  of  the  beds,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  dietetic  use  of  the  cockles  is  a  source  of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  consumers.” 


As  these  cockles  were  gathered  on  the  mud  in  Millbrook  lake,  below  the  outfall  of  the  sewer, 
I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  they  were  the  cause  of  these  cases  and  probably  of  others  where  the 
cause  was  doubtful  or  unable  to  be  traced.  Notices  have  therefore  been  posted  cautioning  the  public 
of  the  danger  of  eating  them. 

The  other  two  cases,  both  in  September,  were  attributable  to  defective  drains. 

In  July,  six  cases  were  reported  at  Tregantle  Fort,  which  were  due  to  the  milk  supply  obtained 
from  Kingdom  Farm.  The  farmer  had  also  the  contract  for  removing  sewage  from  the  Fort.  On 
inspection  of  the  jwemises,  large  quantities  of  sewage  were  found  deposited  in  the  yard  in  close 
proximity  to  the  dairy,  and  the  casks,  in  which  the  sewage  was  removed,  were  cleansed  at  the  same 
well  as  the  milk  cans. 

The  contract  was  at  once  cancelled,  and  the  milk  supply  from  that  source  stopped,  after  which 
no  fresh  cases  were  notified. 

With  regard  to  the  case  at  Kingsand  in  December,  the  patient  was  from  the  R.N.  Barracks, 
and  came  to  his  home  ill  on  the  19th,  and  was  notified  on  the  26th,  it  is  obvious  therefore  that  the 
disease  was  contracted  before  he  came  to  his  home.  The  case  proved  fatal  on  January  8th. 

In  January  and  February  eight  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  at  Torpoint,  in  the  first 
instance  due  to  infection  from  a  neighbouring  district,  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria  in  February. 

These  cases  are  omitted  in  my  statistical  tables  and  are  included  in  those  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  of  Torpoint. 

The  sanitary  defects  of  the  town  will  also  be  dealt  with  in  his  report. 

At  the  end  of  March  whooping  cough  was  prevalent  at  Merifield  and  Wilcove,  materially 

interfering  with  the  school  attendance,  though  not  sufficient  for  me  to  advise  the  school  to  be  closed. 

In  September  I  sent  a  special  report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  of  the  cases  of  Enteric 
fever  that  had  occurred  at  Millbrook  during  the  five  years  previous.  This  was  in  consequence  of  a 
complaint  addressed  to  them  by  Mr.  Carder,  a  resident  of  the  village.  As  this  report  was  read  at  a 
meeting  of  the  District  Council  at  the  time  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  there  was  a  widely  spread  epidemic  of  measles  in  Kingsand, 

Cawsand,  and  the  immediate  neighhourhood,  in  consequence  of  which  the  school  at  Cawsand  was 

closed  from  November  2nd  to  the  21st. 

In  December  there  was  a  serious  and  widely  spread  epidemic  of  measles  at  Millbrook,  on 
account  of  which  the  boys’,  girls’  and  infants’  schools  were  closed  from  December  8th  to  January 
16  th,  1905. 

In  both  cases  the  schools  were  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected  before  re-opening. 

In  September,  I,  accompanied  by  the  District  Councillors  of  Millbrook,  the  Surveyor,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  made  a  careful  and  thorough  inspection  of  the  sewerage  of  the  village,  and  drew 
up  a  special  report  thereon,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Rural  District  Council  and  approved  by  them, 
and  the  recommendations  therein  contained  are  to  be  carried  out  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  public  water  supply  is  considered  insufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  inhabitants  for 
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ilomestic  pui'itoses  ami  for  the  efficient  flushing  of  the  sewers,  and  is  to  be  augmented  by  a  further 
supply. 

The  water  has  been  twice  analysed  and  found  to  he  of  good  quality,  aud  a  wholesome  supjjly, 
though  not  of  such  a  high  standard  of  purity  as  when  analysed  in  1901.  I  therefore  recommend  that 
it  should  be  passed  through  a  filter  bed  before  use  to  free  it  from  any  surface  pollution  that  may 
have  occurred. 

The  water  from  the  well  at  Trefusis  cottages  has  also  been  analysed  aud  pronounced  to  he 
organically  pure,  though  it  contained  a  high  amount  of  sjlids,  which  renders  it  advisable  that  this 
should  also  be  filtered  before  use. 

A  cow  house  and  pigs  styes  in  a  fieM  adjoining  the  road  close  to  Trefusis  cottages,  in 
the  occupation  of  Mr.  West,  are  in  a  very  dirty  and  unsanitary  condition,  requiring  regular 

cleansing  aud  lime  washing.  As  the  occupier  has  not  attended  to  the  notices  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  the  case  requires  your  prompt  and  decided  attention. 

The  closet  drain  from  Anderton  House,  which  was  discharged  on  to  the  beach  adjoining 

the  road  to  the  Quay,  was  a  source  of  nuisance,  the  pipe  has  therefore  been  extended. 

Several  water  closets  have  been  fixed  in  Armada  Road,  Cawsand,  in  the  place  of  privies. 

The  work  for  providing  proper  closet  accommodation  at  the  back  of  Mr.  Tretho wan’s  stores 
in  Kingsand,  has  been  carried  out. 

There  are  still  some  houses  in  the  villages  of  Kingsand  and  Cawsand  without  the  necessary 
closet  accommodation,  but  I  trust  they  will  be  duly  provided  at  an  early  date. 

A  better  supply  of  water  is  required  at  Antony  school  for  flushing  the  closets  more 
efficiently. 

In  the  North  registration  district  111  births  were  registered,  making  a  birth-rate  of  24*2 
per  thousand,  as  against  22 '3  per  thousand  in  the  preceding  year. 

Sixty-nine  deaths  were  registered,  giving  a  death-rate  of  15 '09  per  tl.ousand,  as  against  9 '4 

per  thousand  in  1903. 


Of  these  12  were  under  one  year  of  age,  viz : 

Premature  birth  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  (intestinal)  1 

Convulsions  ...  ...  1 

Inquest  (natural  causes)  1 

Debility  ...  ...  3 


making  the  death-rate  among  children  under  one  year  old  2-6  per  thousand,  as  against  1‘7  per 
thousand  the  preceding  year. 

Twenty-four  deaths  were  recorded  at  the  age  of  65  and  upwards,  of  these  ten  were  between 
70  and  80,  five  between  80  and  90,  and  three  at  the  age  of  90  and  upwards. 


9 


Four  deaths  were  due  to  zymotic  diseases,  viz :  — 

Enteric  Fever  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  3 

making  a  death-rate  of  '8  per  thousand,  as  against  '2  per  thousand  in  1903. 
Forty  cases  <>f  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  viz  :  — 


Scarlet  fever  ...  33 

Enteric  fever  ...  3 

Diphtheria  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  2 


making  the  disease  rate  8’7  per  thousand,  as  against  5’1  per  thousand  in  the  preceding  year. 

Tlie  first  case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  January  at  Pillatoii,  which  was  contracted  at 

Cargreen,  where  there  had  been  cases  in  the  previous  December. 

This  was  followed  by  one  in  February  at  Quethiock  village,  the  case  being  sent  home  from 
service  ill. 

“  This  case  in  particular  points  out  the  need  of  an  Isolation  Hospital.” 

In  May,  an  outbreak  occurred  at  St.  Mellion  and  the  intermediate  neighbourhood.  It 

commenced  from  some  unnotified  cases  being  sent  to  school  in  an  infective  condition,  spreading  the 
disease  to  others.  The  school,  therefore,  having  become  the  centre  of  infection,  it  was  closed  from 

May  10th  to  23rd,  with  satisfactory  results  in  checking  what  was  likely  to  become  a  widely 

spread  and  serious  epidemic,  owing  to  there  being  several  large  dairy  farms  in  the  neighbourhood 
which  supply  milk  depots  in  Plymouth.  After  the  closure  of  the  school  only  four  fresh  cases 
occurred. 

The  next  two  cases,  also  in  May,  were  at  Popham,  in  Botusfleming,  an  adjoining  parish, 
and  evidently  arose  from  the  same  source  of  infection. 

The  following  cases,  five  in  number,  were  in  Landulph  parish  in  May,  and  originated 

through  the  school  from  an  unnotified  case.  The  school  happened  to  be  closed  by  order  of 
the  Managers  on  account  of  the  change  of  schoolmasters. 

These  were  followed  by  a  case  in  Landrake  in  May  which  was  attributed  to  infection  from 

a  neighbouring  district.  This  was  followed  by  three  other  cases  in  the  village  in  June  and 

July,  evidently  spread  from  the  first  case.  Three  more  cases  in  the  parish  in  September  and 

October,  arising  from  outside  sources. 

An  isolated  case  occurred  at  Pill,  in  St.  Stephens  parish,  in  October,  and  four  more  cases 
at  Quethiock  in  November,  from  communication  with  other  districts. 

All  the  houses  in  which  cases  were  reported,  and  the  schools,  were  carefully  disinfected 
and  cleansed. 

In  October  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  at  Albert  Terrace,  Burraton,  the  origin 
of  which  was  doubtful,  as  the  drains  were  in  perfect  condition,  and  the  water  and  milk  supplies 
good. 

In  June,  a  case  of  Enteric  fever  was  reported  at  Forder,  in  St.  Stephens  parish.  On 
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inspection  I  found  a  closet,  with  no  means  of  flushing,  and  the  drain  pipes  from  which  were 
broken  just  outside  the  closet  door,  leading  to  a  small  cesspit  in  the  garden  close  to  the  house. 

The  well  from  which  the  supply  of  water  was  obtained  was  in  a  very  delapidated  condition. 

The  water  was  analysed  and  the  report  thereon  was :  This  water  has  liy  some  means  been 

polluted.  I  consider  the  well  should  be  at  once  closed.” 

The  use  of  the  water  was  at  once  prohibited,  and  the  owner  given  notice  to  repair  the 

drains. 

In  August,  another  case  was  reported  at  Antony  Passage,  which  proved  fatal.  Tlie  well 
from  which  the  water  supply  was  obtained  is,  at  high  spring  tides,  subject  to  pollution  from  sea 
water,  and  as  the  drain  from  the  village  closets  is  discharged  some  distance  above  low  water 
mark,  it  must  necessarily  be  liable  to  sewage  pollution. 

I  recommended  that  the  drain  should  be  extended  to  low  water  mark,  and  a  fresh  supply 
of  water  obtained. 

In  November,  a  second  case  was  reported  in  the  same  village.  In  this  case  the  water 
was  also  at  fault,  being  obtained  from  a  small  unprotected  well  at  the  higher  end  of  the  village, 

where  animals  of  all  descriptions  can  drink.  In  this  case  there  is  no  fault  in  the  drainage  and 
I  should  say  that  in  both  cases  the  milk  supply  is  above  suspicion. 

As  the  St.  Stephens  public  water  supply  is  laid  on  to  within  a  short  distance,  there  is  no 
difticulty  in  supplying  this  village,  as  well  as  Forder,  with  a  sufficient  and  pure  supply  of  water. 

I  considered  it  necessary  to  have  the  water  from  the  well  at  Lower  Burraton  analysed, 
which  was  found  to  be  badly  polluted.  The  well  has  consequently  been  closed,  and  the  St. 

Stephens  supply  laid  on. 

The  drainage  of  Kimberley  Terrace,  St.  Stephens,  has  not  yet  been  dealt  with.  It  is 

urgently  needed  and  demands  your  immediate  attention. 

The  standpipes  at  Cargreen  have  been  satisfactorily  repaired,  vastly  improving  the  regularity 
of  the  water  supply  of  the  village. 

It  was  considered  necessary  to  have  the  water  from  the  public  well  in  St.  Mellion  village 
analysed,  as  it  had  become  fouled.  The  result  is  that  the  well  has  to  be  thoroughly  cleaned 

and  a  new  suction  pipe  fixed.  The  water  contained  a  quantity  of  oxide  of  iron  from  the  rusting 

of  the  pipe,  and  some  vegetable  matter,  probably  from  the  timber  of  the  old  supports  of  a 

windlass. 

At  a  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Barrett,  at  Pillaton,  the  drainage  from  the  garden,  which  is 

about  six  feet  above  the  level  of  the  floor,  soaks  through  the  wall.  The  recommendations  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  prevent  it  have  been  carried  out  by  the  owner. 

The  cesspit  receiving  the  sewage  of  Landrake  village  is  an  uncovered  one,  and  is  within 

thirty  feet  of  the  highway.  I  recommend  that  the  pit  should  be  covered  and  properly  ventilated. 

Some  cases  of  overcrowding  have  come  to  my  notice,  but  I  have  been  able  to  deal  with 

them  satisfactorily. 
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Two  men  reported  themselves  as  having  dis-embarked  from  the  S.S.  “  Plassy,”  on  board 

which  were  cases  of  plague  and  small  pox.  They  were  in  good  health,  but  were  kept  under 

supervision  while  in  the  district. 

Three  cases  of  Anthrax  were  reported  ;  the  carcases  were  buried  with  the  usual  precautions 
and  the  disease  did  no',  spread. 

Nine  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  for  analysis,  only  one  of  which  was  condemned 
as  unfit  for  drinking  or  other  domestic  purposes.  This  being  from  the  well  situated  at  Lower 

Burraton,  it  was  consequencly  closed.  Three  were  slightly  polluted,  but  not  dangerously  so,  the 
wells  are  therefore  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  and  the  water  will  be  subjected  to  further  analysis  at 
a  future  date. 

The  workshops  in  my  district  are  all  registered  and  regularly  inspected.  There  is  no 

overcrowding  and  the  ventilation  and  sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory. 

It  is  proposed  to  establish  an  isolation  hospital  for  the  St.  Germans  Rural,  the  Saltash 
Urban,  and  the  Torpoint  Urban,  districts,  which  when  carried  into  effect  will  be  a  great  benefit 

to  the  three  districts  in  case  of  any  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases,  as  we  are  all  now 
debarred  from  sending  patients  to  the  hospital  ships  at  Plymouth,  into  which  cases  of  small  pox 
were  formerly  admitted. 

We  are  still  using  Formaldehyde  Sulphur  Torches  in  conjunction  with  Formalin  Spray  for 
house  disinfection,  and  find  them  satisfactory. 

The  other  parts  of  the  district  have  been  generally  healthy,  and  free  from  any  epidemics 
and  require  no  special  comment. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  BEDFORD  KERSWILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

St.  Germans, 

January,  1905. 
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